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' Nicholas Smith, Who Got 16 1-2 Cents An Hour.

To the Bdltor of the Sunday Journal:

In compliance with your request I nat-
tended & meeting of Sepator Lexow'z In-
vestigating commlittee,
welte for you anything that T might wan{|igy a0
to say about Mr, Searles's testimony. Tn- ! wi

You dsked me to

wWid-my fellow workmen.

evergihing that 1 wish to say.
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In the Sugar Trust Refineries at Williamsburg, Where the Men Have to Work

Nicholag Smith was for three yedrs o flreman in the employ of the American Sugar Refining Company, more
During these years lie worked ticelve hours o day.
He asked for lvave of absence amd obiained it.
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to recover.

Jie higg been out of waork.
This Nicholus
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naces hour after hour, and sweated and |
aclven out of employmicnt, and thought of

suffered the tortures of the damned In
thosas hot, stuffy boller rooms, I never saw
this man wlose millions I was, o my
ingignificant capaclty, Helping to ‘pile up.
The first time In my life that 1 saw Mr.
Searfesd he was giving hlg testimony to the
Lexow commlttee,

The first thing 1 heard him say was that
when the price of raw sugar fell the con-
sutner did not profit by the fall, He re-
pented a lot of figures which I did not
understand. But I did understand: that
remavk about the fall o the price of raw
sygur,

I betiove 1t whs during that Summer
when half n doxen men In rhe refinery
were prosteated by the heat that thle fafl
i1 thie price of s sdgnr occurred, 1he
popsumer  did not proft by AL

There Is ope thing that I wish to say be.
fors I go ady further. I did not like, the
way Sengtor Lexow and the other mem-
hers of the committes trented Mr. Bearles,
They had ordered him to bring hils books
and he had refused. 'They had asked him
guestions which every bookkeeper in hls
cmploy could have answered and he had
professed complete ignorance.

Not only dld he openly avow that hle
concern contralled the bulk of the sugar
fuduetry, that they made millions out of
It every yenr and that nelther the public
tor hig employeg derived any benefit pro-
portiondte to the immense profits, but In
every way that lay In his power he an-
tagonized the people’s representatives nnil
placad obstecles in the way of their work.

And in the face of nll this they ireated
him with the utmost patience and courtesy
and lenfency as If he were conferring a
grent benefit upon the community.

There are 112 bollers in the Sugar Trust's
WHlinmsburg refinery, and each freman
hes three or four of them to attend to. I
worked In thls Loler room for three years,
from 8 a, m. to 6 p. m, for sixteen and
one-half cents an hour,

Afr. Benrles I8 a very economiecal mwan.
Not n siogle graln of sugAr goes to wasie
in that refinery. As for labor goitg fo
waste—why, they even sold heer/to us to
keep us from golng cut to get-it.

I heard Mr. Searles tell how the annnal
profits” of the Sllgﬂi‘ Trust sometimes
athounted to §25.000,000 o vear. [ am a
patlent man and 1 bave learned to bear
anfferitig without -a . murmor. They all
learn that, thos¢ poor devils In the re-
finery.

Yet when I henrid that man, who goes to
a (hristlan chueh and wro professes to
be a belever In the wortdls of Christ, tell
how be made $25,000,000 a pear profit from
|he luboer of those thousands of poor, haif.
staryed Russiang .and Foles whom he hag en-
ployed to thke the places of sttong, earnost

fottutittely, {he spute that you baye nl-|eltlzens of his own countrr, who eonhl
lotted” to me will nor allow me t6 say |nkt aford to work for those plliful Wages—
g {wlien T Nedrd him say that aod thonglt of
I had never seen M. Searies before. Dut- | all the omien whom I had seen fulut after
those sweltering  Summer days | thelr day’s work in that stifiing vefinery,
we pHed the' pen conl Into the Pue-|anad thought of the hundreds of women who
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familiarly known as the Sugar Trust.
botler room gradually undermined his hoolth.

Smith attended a
Searles, the treasurer of the Sugar Trust, was on the stand,
dollars ‘the Sugay Trust made every pear.
Nicholas Smith desires, throuwgh the sedium af the Suwpdday Jopenal,

abouf the manner in which these millions of dollars are made,
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When he returned he 1ras told thes ke had heen cioay too lorg, and that his place had been filled,

geesfon of the Lerow Trust

Investigating Commities
My, Svarley told the compiitiee how many millions of

to {oll the Lerow Committee gomething

The terrific heat of the
It took him oo weeks

Sinee then

while John F,
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®d crled because thelr hushamds Rad been

all the siufferlng that 18 pent up-within the
black walis of that-vile plucee, It was ol I
eould do te keep from jumping from my
sont and crying:

vYou have made your $25,000,000, out, of
the souls and WMood of menl'

Ha swore that the eonditlon of the men
tn the refinery wis better now than It sus
before the days of trusts, when all {hie re-
finerles (were (in ne
tive competition with
one another. 1 wish
he had asked me (o
ftelp him out In this
asgkreion,

It wonin nave given
me exquleite delight
to. tell Bim phnt ol
cookers, ‘the exports
In the sugar roflnlng
business who onve
made a8 much as §15
aed $100 . wesk
were mnow  earning
from 385 to $28.

I wounld gladly have
helped Mr. Bearles
Ly reminding lhim
that machinlsts nnd
good mechanles got
from $12 to $18 & week In the refiuery
of the Sognr Trost;  that  the  fire-
men  who face that wwful heae of the
furnaces get 101 conts nt Hour; that stean.
fitters get 15 cents an Hour, and that paek-
ers, slovellerg and Inborers whio' work In
witer and steam day aml night, frequently
In a tempernture of 140 degrees, sep 1475
cents nn Lotr for It

But I find that 1 have omitted the point
of It all. Thetse wnges nre not sp had.
Fifteen cents an hour for n poor man with
# wife anid chlldren is; after all, not the
worst thing in the world. 1 kbow mon
who ‘would take even less and bless Mr,,
Searles nwnd all his milllons, and -iJI‘.'I,\' for
him dully, for giving them the chance of
earning It,

But the men cannot stand the work a
suyffieient nwmber of howrs to make de-
cent wwages !

LEXOW HAS NO

ploves.
ten, T have nothing to ieriticise.

record, and not the statements,
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To W. R. Hearst, New York Journai:

is discriminating against the w

which are not borne out by the facts.
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Sugar Ktng Searies, Who Made $23,000,000 in Sugar.
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DOUBT OF IT. >
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I have no reason to doubt the statements made by Mr. E
Smith regarding the Sugar Trust and its treatment of its em- '8
Therefore, regarding that portion of what he has writ- :
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S50 far as any inferences to the effect that the commitice +
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orkingman in favor of the rich +

e

man are concerned; I have only to say that we relv on the 3+
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insinuating such a situation %
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Cof, LEXOW, +
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Most of the men éngaged in this severe |
labor are forelgters of the lowest type.
Ther are miere beasts of burden, formed
for no other purpose than continuous work,
Yot fow of them can stand the stealn lobg

| eucigh to muke more than $8 a week—and |
!'the profits of the

Trust are $HO000 & |
weok!
. Mr, Searles. were not the wages ing

the sngine roosm formerly from §18 to. 220

l'a week, aml wre they not (o-day S1LES

|

wiek for six davs’ work of twelve hours
edehy Wiy dld vou tet fell thsr 10 St'nali
tor Lexoiv?

Mt I trusteid myself to speak T would |
have sprimg from my seat and wwould buve |
told & stary thar wonld have made: evory
honest nan in the room ery “Shame!™ upon |
Mr. Searles. d

I would 'have twld them that, before the

Point of Utter Exhaustion, for 141-2 Cents an Hour.
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1 over there.

|

fAoyve of the Sugap
Triikt aver 80 per
cent of the 5000
amploses ~bf - thy
‘]l varlous refinerien
. wern  Americans,

or Eunglish spoak-

Ing Irish or Gers

Inan - Americdns,
while jo-day nost 5 poe cent of the
5.500 employes can spenk o word
of Eunglish,

I would bave told them that po
man  employed In - thoss great
works to-day, with the exception
of s bandful of bricklayers and
viarpenters and the 500 or G
truckmen, wiie are strong enough
to bold tuelr own, can belotg 1p
any Inbor organizatlon,

[ would have told them my own
story—bow, ‘overcome by the
fieree: heat of those furnaces, I
taken slek and falnt nand had to
leave my work ungd spend what little
money I had saved in ddetor's bills and
modivines—while thiose who wers strong-
er 88l could keep It up longer than I
kopt sieadily on piliag In conl and pil-
Ing wup thove milllons aud milllons of
dolinrs for Mr. Spuries,

Ay, bus that would have been a pret-
tr stary for Mr. Sesrles to hear!

And they are kind-learted io that re-
fihery! The firewman and the machine
ists sweat all dny and sweat all night
and snffer from an unguenchahble thivst,
The Sugar Trust takes pity on thoelr de-
Moralde conditioy and hires speelsl men
to Uring tn beer for the sufferers, Well,
It's thie thing they da
It avtwnlly contalng n grain of
phllanthirapr.  Bat, as pore philanthropy
1= n violation of the eegulatiohs and by-
awg af ibe Teust, they chargs the mon 8
certain sum for overy glass of beer they
drink. The elotent of philunthrapy that T
rofer to les 0o the fac! thit the Sugss
Trast wnkeos ne profit on the beer,
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Seherons

How Honged to be, for a few minotes, In
the piee of Sentitor Lexow!

“ly It net frie,” 1 wonlidl hnve peked Mr.
Sedrles, “that yeur compnny has rriven
more thaw 000 Amerieny cltlzens oot df
employment and veplaved them by forelgn-
ors who are nof chtizens and who ave wills
ing to work fiur o alsve's wages ™

And then | wogll have asked ki thess
questlong:

“Is not employment In the wiring and
cooking room, for whieh 1414 cents an hour
Is pald, ‘dangerous to bealth?

“During  the hot weather do your men
uot sucenmb by the seore to the terribla
temperatiure lo the wirlng and cooking
room?,

‘Do you make any allowance for n man
who Is taken sick through this terrible ex-
postre?

“Is it not o fact thnot no man ein gland

the work required of him' thitty weéls out.

af Afty-two? A
“ls It net @ fact that membership In a
bnr organizatlon will cnuse o working-

mnit's discharge?

Gentismen of the Lexow Committee: Il’-

you wish to know the truth concerning the
doings of the Sugar Trust, its methods, 1ta
profts, Itssgystem and Its tortures, eall the
superimtendents;, the managers, the fore-
men,  They are not millionndrgs, like Mre
Senrles, nor ire they as expert at repartes
n= that gentieman is,

Promise them lmmuaiiy from
Eearles's reseniment amd then compel them
10 HOSWEr ¥, 4
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